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Chronological Sequence

Chronological sequence is perhaps the most simple
procedure for ordering content. It is especially useful
for teaching a particular process or type of operation
with relatively uncomplicated machines. You use the
procedure when you arrange in a specific pattern the
order of occurrence or time periods for a set of opera-
tions or activities. It establishes a fixed order to and rela-
tionship of the events you present to each other; in
addition, it establishes this pattern as the expected and
accepted procedure. Figure 7 illustrates the chrono-
logical sequence.

Among the criteria you should consider In making a
decision about using this procedure to order chrono-
logically are;

Yes

No

Does the content require that pat-
terns or consistencies by noted and
explained?

Is there a prescribed order to the
activities, tasks, events, procedures
or information that you must teach?
Does the information emphasize
timing or time periods?

If "Yes" is the answer to two of these three questions,
chronological sequence may be the most appropriate
for you. Its basic limitation is that it can become
cumbersome if great amounts of Information must be
presented,

Concrete-To-Abstract Sequence

The concrete-to-abstract sequence is a particularly
effective procedure for use with adults who are un-
familiar with the content under consideration, The
technique involves presenting manipulative, visual,
demonstrable, non-abstract Information first and using
It as building blocks to teach abstract concepts. The
physical manipulation and observation of events is the
basis of the more abstract and symbolic information
that often will be presented as analogy. The concrete
learning information usually can be perceived by more
than one means such as touch, sight or auditory under-
standing. In this way, the information is more easily
understood and remembered. Therefore, it frequently
can serve as a point of reference from which to begin
when processing more complex and abstract informa-
tion. Such presentations also help overcome language
and vocabulary difficulties with new materials. Informa-
tion such as models, parts, tools, pictures and demon-
strations are the most frequently used types of materials
in concrete presentations. Figure 8 illustrates the con-
crete-to-abstract sequence.

Among the questions you should ask of the content
when trying to decide whether to use this procedure are:

Yes

No

How much and what parts of the
content can be taught in a concrete,
manipulative manner?
Does the content contain abstrac-
tions, concepts and rules to be
taught?liminate frustration. It also can be useful in
